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 To best project where we’re going, we first must realize where 
we are and appreciate where we’ve been. 
 What is the current status of the RGV’s economic formula? 
Are we an agriculture, manufacturing, technical, retail, educational, 
medical or services industry? Obviously, all of the above. Fortunately, 
we are a very diverse market with an abundance of products, services 
and opportunities.
 What’s next? Do we rest on our laurels and be content with 
past successes? Do we keep operating business as usual and hope for 
the best? Do we invest in capital and personnel, and tweak a success-
ful business model? Or do we execute a makeover of an unsuccessful 
model and rebuild from ground up?
 We all fit into one of those scenarios or at least we should. 
Where we are and where we are projected to be at least for the next 
several years in many ways is a grass roots, backyard check up. 
 Business is right outside our door. It’s two streets over and in 
our neighboring county. When we look at the 80 percent of our client 
base, our goal as business administrators is to retain and build upon 
that overwhelming majority of those who keep our businesses moving 
forward. For many of us small businesses, those customers and pro-
spective clients are also our neighbors.  

Happy New Year!
May Your New Year be
Blessed and Full of Joy!
From Starr County to Cameron County, from the Rio Grande Valley to San 
Antonio, Lone Star National Bank is growing across South Texas. Our 
banking centers throughout South Texas are providing the resources and the 
expertise to help Texas businesses grow and prosper, communities expand and 
invest in the future, and individuals and families succeed in achieving their dreams.

Come by and meet our outstanding team of bankers. Lone Star National Bank... 
The Valley’s Bank.

1-800-580-0322
www.lonestarnationalbank.com
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Circle of Progress
 Sure, some of our companies’ clients are far beyond the Val-
ley, but for many locally and regionally, this is the bread and butter. 
Our somewhat small trade population area has many businesses re-
thinking their “solicitation zone” or “target reach.”
 I have spoken with many business owners and managers 
throughout the Valley who express the dynamics of who walks in their 
doors have changed. Maybe it is time we retarget potential buying au-
diences right here in our back yard. This is a positive opportunity to 
sharpen our complete box of business tools.
 It is time we home in on the Valley, creating an even more 
stable, self-supported region. Our four counties have an abundance 
of products and services to be purchased and utilized by amongst us. 
Talk about supporting local business!
 Regional economic forecasts challenge all of us to fine-tune 
our communication, production, marketing and sales efforts. We’ll 
call any sales and revenues from outside of the Rio Grande Valley “la-
gniappe” (French for “bonus gift”). 
 As much as we sometimes try, we cannot control everything 
that happens coast to coast and border to border. The Rio Grande Val-
ley is our circle. Let’s control what we can by working our businesses 
throughout our cities to our neighboring counties. 

by: Todd Breland
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Firefighters Bring Axe Throwing to RGV
  If you are not familiar with the sport of axe throwing, you 
may want to throw on some closed-toe shoes, grab a few friends and 
drive over to Kickin Axes RGV at 1017 W. Shasta Ave. in McAllen.
 It seems fitting that three brothers, not biological brothers 
but firefighter brothers, own this “new fun in town.”
 It all started when Mark Koite and his wife traveled to San 
Antonio for a birthday party. They were invited to go axe throwing.
 “I thought, ‘Why would anyone want to do this?’” Koite said. 
But to his surprise, he had a great time. Koite enjoyed himself so much, 
in fact, that he asked himself an important question: Who can I find 
who’s crazy like me and who will do this? It did not take him long to 
answer his own question.
 “I knew it would be two of my brother firefighters,” Koite 
said. And he knew which two -- Aaron Vera and Jeremy Jensen.  Not 
only are all three men firefighters, but they are all veterans too. Koite 
and Jensen served in the United States Army, and Vera served in the 
United States Air Force. Vera retired from the McAllen Fire Depart-
ment in June after nine years. Koite has been a McAllen firefighter for 
11 years and Jensen for three, both working at the same firehouse.
 Jensen said when Koite first approached him with the idea, he 
had never heard of axe throwing and felt skeptical. But he and his wife 
drove to Stumpy’s Hatchet House in San Antonio to experience it for 

themselves.
 “As soon as I stuck the axe, I knew I could do this every day,” 
Jensen said, “It’s such a stress reliever and it’s competitive. Now people 
in the Valley don’t have to 
travel to San Antonio to do 
it.”
 Much like darts, 
axe throwing involves aim-
ing at a target, but the target 
is much bigger and so is the 
‘device’ of use. “It’s all about 
technique and repetition,” 
Koite said, which is also like 
darts.
 Kickin Axes RGV, 
which opened Dec. 14, has 
both single-target stations, 
for groups of four or fewer, 
and double-target stations, 
for groups of five to 10. The 
owners refer to them as 
“stations” rather than lanes. 

by: Chris Ardis

Owners Mark Koite, Jeremy Jensen and Aaron Vera 
bear their axes while standing in one of  the dou-
ble-target stations at Kickin Axes RGV in McAllen. 
(VBR)

Axe throwers must return their axes to the 
axe holders after each throw as a safety 
precaution.  (VBR)



Call Us for a Quote 
for your Trucking and 

Transportation Needs.

PAUL GONZALES 
INSURANCE AGENCY

The answers you need. 
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San Benito
101 S Sam Houston

(956) 399.9404
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If fits their firefighter theme which is prevalent throughout the facility. 
Hit a bullseye and you will see just how far they take this theme. 
 One Friday night in January, Bailey Larson and her friend Jes-
senia Hurzberg decided to check out Kickin Axes RGV.
 “I had seen other people throwing axes on YouTube but I 
didn’t know it was here,” Larson said. When Hurzberg invited her to 
go, she said she immediately said yes.
 “My cousin is in an axe-throwing league,” Hurzberg said. “I 
always thought it was really cool.” (Kickin Axes RGV is a recognized 

affiliate of the World Axe Throwing League. Local leagues will be 
forming soon.) Hurzberg said she was headed home one day when she 
saw Kickin Axes RGV. She contacted Larsen to join her for an evening 
of axe throwing.  
 Hilario Zamora joined a group at Kickin Axes the same Jan-
uary night. It was his first time as well. “Just the fact that you get to 
throw axes, that alone is a plus,” he said.
 Another member of Zamora’s group, Karen Longoria, said 
she, too, had seen videos of axe throwing but had never tried it. “It’s 

C.K. Navarro follows his axe with his eyes, hoping for a bullseye.  (VBR) Karen Longoria poses next to her bullseye.  (VBR)



fun!” she said. “I am very competitive, so this is my thing.”
 According to Vera, he and his partners share a passion for the 
business and for seeing other people have as much fun there as they 
do.  
 That is their bullseye.
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Jeremy Jensen, one of  the 
owners of  Kickin Axes RGV, 
sounds a hand-cranked Q2B 
siren to signal when an axe 
thrower hits the bullseye. 
(VBR)

Things to Know Before You Go
1. Visit Kickin Axes RGV’s website kickinaxesrgv.com for a list of 
rules and business hours.

2. You are allowed to bring your own food and drinks. Throwers 
21 and older may bring alcohol and drink it (responsibly) while at 
Kickin Axes RGV. No glass is allowed on the premises.

3. You must be 13 or older to participate in axe throwing. Individ-
uals 13-17 years of age must be accompanied by an adult 18 years 
of age or older.

4. While walk-ins are welcome, you are encouraged to make res-
ervations. You can reserve your space by calling 956-456-2221, 
sending a private message through Facebook or Instagram, or by 
emailing admin@kickinaxesrgv.com.

5. Kickin Axes RGV has a private room available for groups of any 
size. Rates are available on the website.

6. The cost for axe throwing is $20 per thrower, and each session 
lasts one hour. Non-throwers pay a fee of $10. Brief instructions 
are provided at the beginning, and throwers are then given the 
freedom to create your own competitions and challenges. Koite, 
Jensen and Vera can facilitate this, if needed.

7. Kickin Axes RGV offers a HERO discount for individual 
throwers, as well as for the private room. This discount applies to 
all current members of the military and veterans, first responders 
and medical professionals.

8. Before throwing axes, everyone is required to sign a waiver.

9. Kickin Axes RGV is handicap accessible.

A private room is available for a flat rate at Kickin Axes RGV for special 
occasions, corporate events and groups of  any size.  (VBR)



 The RGV is home to many incredible local busi-
nesses that strive to make an impact on the community. 
Among them are those who have a dedication  to instill life 
lessons such as anti-bullying through the art forms of mar-
tial arts and taekwondo. 
 Team Tiger Martial Arts was first established near-
ly 15 years ago out of founder Gilberto Villanueva’s home 
in Palmhurst, Texas. The licensed chemical dependency 
counselor came across victims of domestic violence daily. 
It was inspiration to begin teaching different methods of 
self-defense. His very first students were his own children, 
Clarissa and Marco Antonio Villanueva, at ages 6 and 3.
 Shortly after he began to teach out of his home, he 
was laid off from his job. Villanueva and his wife Yolanda 
then threw themselves into making Team Tiger succeed. At 
the time, their goal was merely to survive. Upon outgrow-
ing their home and eventually two commercial spaces, they 
now operate out of a spacious 
warehouse in McAllen.

Setting themselves apart
 Today, Team Tiger 
Martial Arts is known for their 
well-rounded, skilled instruc-
tors as well as their strong sense 
of family values. 
 “Our instructors at 
Team Tiger are five martial art-
ists in one – they hold national 
and world titles in traditional 
Korean forms, traditional Jap-
anese forms, weapons, sparring 
and sport karate,” shares Sensei 
Gilberto Villanueva. “We have 
well-rounded black belts, they 
are very strong in every single 
one of those categories.”
 Sensei Marco Villan-
ueva first received his black 
belt when he was only 11 years 
old. As the primary instructor 
at Team Tiger, he takes a lot of 
pride in teaching his students 
the importance of knowing 
what it takes to be a champion. 
 “If you want to be-
come a champion, the only 
one that’s holding you back is 
yourself,” he says. “That’s what 

8

RBV
Team Tiger puts the HEART in Martial Arts
by: Josie Maureen Barrera

Tiny Tigers are the youngest group with children as young as 4 years old.  (VBR)

Founder Sensei Gilberto Villanueva and son (and co-owner) Sensei Marco Antonio Villanueva, proud of  Team Tiger 
Martial Arts’ accomplishments.  (VBR)
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my father raised me on and that is something I hope to pass on to my 
students.”

Global recognition
 Though students are not required to compete in tournaments, 
the option is available to them. Team Tiger Martial Arts has had the 
opportunity to represent Team USA at the WKC World Champion-
ship. The annual martial arts competition has competitors from all 
over the world test their skills against the best of the best.
 “When people see our uniforms out in competitions, they 
think ‘here comes trouble,’” says Sensei Marco, who earned a silver 
medal in fighting and bronze in forms in Greece in 2018.

Beyond the art
 Not only can students expect to learn martial arts when they 
walk through the doors, but they will also acquire an abundance of life 
lessons they can carry with them. Among these are time management 
and commitment to yourself, your dreams and goals.
 “The difference between martial arts and other sports is sim-
ple. You have a volleyball player, soccer player, baseball player, basket-
ball player, and a martial arts student,” emphasizes Sensei Gilberto. 
“This is an education.”

Check them out
 Team Tiger Martial Arts is a place where learning takes pre-

Students complete homework during the after-school program at Team 
Tiger Martial Arts.  (VBR)

cedence. Students walk away with a better grasp on self-defense as 
well as respect, accountability and integrity. For more information on 
Team Tiger Martial Arts, visit teamtigerma.com or facebook.com/
TTMALLC. 



 Ali Garza of Ali Art & Co. is setting up a display of what she 
calls “kinetic art” as the first group of onlookers and possible custom-
ers stroll over to take a look during Harlingen Art Night. 
 “Anything we can do to get our name out there is good,” said 
the Brownsville resident. “Events like one this allow us to express what 
we have to offer.”
 The last Friday of every month is Art Night in downtown 
Harlingen, complete with live music. The monthly event is an offshoot 
of the committee that also runs the city’s popular Jackson Street Mar-
ket Days. 
 “We’ve tried to figure out ways to contribute in any way 
we can,” said Nancy Russell, a downtown committee leader. “We’ve 
reached a point in doing events for the last six to seven years where we 
can have something like art night that gives a spotlight to artists and 
musicians.”
 The art displays were set up on First and Jackson at the last 
art night of 2019 on Dec. 27. Nearby, across from the Baxter Building, 
lights were added to a stage in preparation of live music. Both vendors 
and artisans were setting up their displays on First Street as customers 
made their way to Carlito’s Wine House and Girl Of All Trades coffee 
and tea shop, which are located a block apart on Jackson Street.

RBV
Harlingen Art Night is Creative Outlet
by: Ricardo D. Cavazos
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Laurie Ruiz displays her jewelry at Harlingen Art Night. (VBR)



 “What we’ve been doing has evolved natural-
ly,” said Rachel Corsi, a downtown committee member. 
“There’s ebbs and flows in every community. When you 
have events like art night it brings people downtown to 
see what’s happening here.”

Downtown Anchors
 Russell refers to Carlito’s and Girl Of All Trades. 
He says these two downtown anchors – among others – 
are bringing people back to downtown. Jackson Street 
alone features an interesting mix of eateries, antique 
shops and art galleries. They complement the offices for 
lawyers and government entities. The monthly art night 
is a good fit to go with downtown Harlingen’s recent evo-
lution. 
 “We’ve got people from all sections of the com-
munity here,” Russell said during the late December art 
night. “It’s good for downtown, and besides that, you just 
get to see the creativity the artists have.”
 Laurie Ruiz is one of those vendors with her 
handcrafted jewelry. She was located across First Street 
from Garza’s display and said the art night is an event she 
looks forward to attending.
 “It’s always a nice atmosphere and a pleasant experience 
to come over,” said Ruiz, who lives in Edinburg and is with Pattinos 
Handcrafted Jewelry. “They get enough people to make it worthwhile 
to be here.”
 At the Ali Art display, Garza is explaining her mixed art paint-
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Live music is a part of  the art nights as well. (VBR) Ali Garza of  Ali Art & Co. shows enjoys painting famouse faces. She shows 

off  a Selena painting encircled with “stage lights” at Harlingen Art Night. 
She also displays famous faces like Frida Khalo and Elvis Presley. (VBR)

ings of Frida Kahlo and Selena to a possible customer as 
the music down the street starts up.
 “Those of us who do this, (art), are really pas-
sionate about it, so to have an outlet like this one is really 
great,” she said.



eager to learn. Musical instruments, painting and folkloric dancing are 
offerings at the Carlotta K. Petrina Cultural Center. Those who would 
like to enjoy a better life through different means such as qigong tiachi 
also benefit. Music lessons include piano, violin, cello and guitar. The 
center is also about to add the accordion, Tejano music lessons, choir 
and ballroom dancing .
 Cruz said anyone is welcome to sign up for any of the lessons. 
He also emphasizes the center appreciates any donation. In fact, Ledes-
ma said the old building is in such a state of deterioration that they are 

about to start a campaign to raise about $185,000.
 “Yes, this building is 100 years old,” she said. “The 
idea is to fix it up so it’s good to go for another 100 years.”
 Ledesma said some of the classes they offer are for 
both youngsters and adults. In some cases, she added, 
they charge a modest fee of $10 per class. She said the 
center opened with a handful of students. It now has 
about 250 youngsters and adults. Among those getting 
the benefit of the center is Maria Ruelas.
 “I have been taking folkloric dance lessons for more 
than a year,” she said. “I bring my two boys who are in 
the Estudiantina and, while they are here, I take my 
dance lessons.”
 Ruelas went into a large room where about a dozen 
women dance to folkloric music under the instruction 
of Guillermo Vega. 

Nurturing budding artists
 In another room, six students take the advanced gui-

 The old house at East Madison and 
15th street in Brownsville might look like a 
building in stages of decay. Some of the let-
ters on the east side of the building are fad-
ing away. It reads “Carlotta K. Petrina.”
 Petrina was an artist from New 
York who moved to this part of South Texas 
many years ago. But inside the brick struc-
ture that served as her home until she died 
in 1997 at the age of 96 is a different world.
 Dozens of youngsters and adults 
can be seen throughout the building chat-
ting, dancing or playing a musical instru-
ment. Many of them had never had this mu-
sical experience but are eager to learn.
 The house turned Carlotta K. Petri-
na Cultural Center is more than 100 years 
old. Hilda Lesdema inherited the building. 
The Brownsville woman conceived the idea 
of turning it into an educational and cultur-
al place largely for people with economic 
need. After all, the house is in one of the 
oldest areas of the city which Ledesma likes to call rich in culture.
 Anyone going into the center will be amazed to see so much 
activity inside its walls. A picture of the New Yorker hangs on one of 
the walls along with paintings and other works of arts. Alejandro Cruz, 
the center’s director, states they offer a variety of services five days a 
week.

A 100-year-old home comes to life
 Cruz says veteran musicians and artists give lessons to anyone 
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This Home is Where the Art Is
by: Tony Vindell

A young student takes a violin lesson from Georgette Garcia.  (VBR)

A group painting class where students learn the basics of  the art takes place at the 
center. (Courtesy)



and other events such as art exhibits.

For more information about the Carlotta K. Petrina Cultural Center, call 
956-280-6522.

tar lesson from Juan Torres, an instruc-
tor who has been at the center since its 
opening in 2011. Asked if they knew 
or have an idea about strumming a 
guitar, they all said in unison, “No.”
 Lorraine Castro said one day 
she told her daughter she would like 
to learn to play guitar. She gave her 
a guitar like the one for sale at some 
Mexican curio shops.
 “Here I am today,” she said, 
after the group played El Mariachi. 
“We have been coming here for more 
than a year now.”
 Dora Sanchez, another guitar 
player student, said you have to like 
what you are doing.
 At the guitar for beginners 
class, Cruz told two students to be 
ready for the next class by practicing.
 “What good does it do if you 
practice the Monday before Tuesday’s 
class?” he said. ”You have to do it regularly.”
 The Carlotta K. Petrina Cultural Center hosts a number of 
events that go according to the time of year. They also host festivals 
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Guitar instructor Juan Torres gives intermediate lessons to students on a recent Tuesday.



of health care in the Valley.”

Connecting to the Valley
 It’s a transformation based in its medical education facilities 
in both Harlingen and Edinburg. The clinics that have now fanned out 
to nearly every part of the Valley. The medical school educates stu-
dents through the first four years of their training. The clinics then pro-
vide the residency component in the post-medical school phase with 
real life applications with patients.
 The RGV/Knapp Family Health Center is but just one exam-
ple. Tello, a native of Edcouch-Elsa, is the center’s program director 
and is also the chief of family medicine at Knapp Medical in Weslaco. 
Tello and other practicing physicians on the UTRGV School of Med-
icine staff supervise residents continuing their education and training. 
The residents are from all over the country. Tello says it gives the stu-
dents a connection to the Valley that may eventually lead to them stay-
ing in the region.
 “We integrate ourselves into the community,” Tello said of his 
staff at the Mercedes health center. “They (residents) know that when 
they come here.”
 There is a “grow your own doctors” aspect to the school of 
medicine and its many clinics, Nelson said. Beyond that, there is the 
component of providing medical services to Valley residents through 
the clinics. The health center in Mercedes, for example, is open to ev-

Open Wednesday - Sunday 
11am to 3pm 

(or until sold out)

(956) 565-2246
546 Hidalgo St, Mercedes, TX 78570

Beer & Wine Now Available!

 The UT Health RGV/Knapp Family Health Center in Mer-
cedes sits across the street from a high school for medical professions.
For Dr. Miguel Tello, the proximity of the health center he oversees to 
the South Texas ISD High School of Medical Professions is more than 
symbolic. It points to the range of possibilities now available to Rio 
Grande Valley youth. 

The whole cycle
 “The whole cycle” is how Tello puts it in noting that it’s possi-
ble for a Valley student to attend the specialty high school then some-
day go to the UTRGV School of Medicine. The student can eventually 
proceed to do his or her residency at the Mercedes health center.
 It all points to the growing influence and presence of the UT 
Health Rio Grande Valley throughout the region. It has more than 20 
clinics featuring a variety of specialties such as neurology, pediatrics, 
women’s health and urology. UT Health is the clinical wing of the 
UTRGV School of Medicine and through its clinics and a mobile fa-
cility, is connecting to the region and improving health care access.
 “I don’t think many people in the Valley realize the large net 
we have,” said Linda Nelson, the senior director of clinical operations 
for the UTRGV School of Medicine. “We’re about the transformation 
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School of Medicine Broadens Reach
by: Ricardo D. Cavazos

Dr. Sawyer Lambert, an optometrist at the UT Health RGV Vision Center, 
provides one of  the many different types of  medical services offered at 
clinics in the Valley. (Courtesy UT Health RGV)



eryone, from Winter Tex-
ans to high school youths 
needing physicals. It takes 
private insurance as well 
as health coverage tied to 
government programs. 
 “We’re not here 
to take anyone’s patients,” 
Nelson said. “We want to 
augment what was already 
here and improve access 
(to health care).”
 Nelson envisions 
the Valley reaching the 
stage where its develop-
ment of medical facilities 
and expertise will reach 
that of San Antonio and its 
own UT medical school.
 “We’ll get there,” 
she said. “I don’t want any-
one leaving the Valley to 
get health care.”
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Linda Nelson is the senior director of  clinical operations 
for the UTRGV School of  Medicine.  (VBR)

Dr. Miguel Tello is the program director for the UT 
Health RGV/Knapp Family Health Center of  Mercedes.  
(VBR)



 Long known as a place for members only, the Rancho Viejo 
Resort and Country Club has been trying to change its image by add-
ing some events that are open to a more general audience. About a half 
dozen concerts and comedy shows are some of the activities the club 
started having for a number of years that are open to the public.
 Staffers Jenika Gonzales and Jorge Lopez said the goal is to 
make the facility more accessible to those who don’t live in this town-
ship of some 2,500 permanent residents. They said that in the past, 
most activities going on there were limited to members only. This is in 
contrast to its convention center being booked and used by politicians 
from both Texas and Mexico. Former Texas Gov. George W. Bush is 
among the elected officials who were in attendance during a political 
event.

A public entertainment venue
 Gonzales, who is in charge of memberships, said the club and 
resort is not what it used to be. They have been working to bring in 
events to provide another entertainment venue in the area. 
 For instance, Elton John, Cher and Pack Rat impersonators 
made their debut here a couple of years ago. Last year, another such 
show was held featuring an impersonator of the late Juan Gabriel, one 
of Mexico’s most revered singer/songwriters. On Feb. 7, the facility is 

having a Beatles tribute. The event includes a dinner buffet with a cash 
bar available.
 Lopez, who takes care of marketing and advertising for the 
resort/club, said a reason behind having public events is because they 
want to turn the facility into an entertainment place for residents of 
the Lower RGV.
 “We know other parts of the Valley have arenas and other 
venues,” he said. “We would like to give people a place to go so they 
can enjoy their time right here.”

Membership also has its privileges
 Lopez said the resort/club will still continue to have its mem-
bers-only activities. He emphasizes that members may bring guests. 
Gonzales also says membership fees are not as expensive as some peo-
ple might believe.
 The resort and country club has always been known as having 
one of the Valley’s best golf courses. It’s been Rancho Viejo’s bread and 
butter throughout the years, and its management believes in diversifi-
cation.
 “There was a time when if you lived in Rancho Viejo you had 
to be a member of the club,” Gonzales. “That is not the case today and 
it’s now voluntary.”
 Still, the facility has a number of members-only events all 
year round. That includes mixers, meals of different ethnic types and 
other events. But by having concerts, comedians and the buffet that 
come with such events, Gonzales said they hope they are giving the 
resort and club a new look.
 “Again,” she said, “we want to give residents from all parts of 
the Valley something to do.”

For information about Rancho Viejo events, call 956-350-4000 or email 
info@rvrcc.com.
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Not Just Members Only
by: Tony Vindell

Jenika Gonzales and Jorge Lopez talk about the upcoming Beatles 
tribute concert at Rancho Viejo. (VBR)

The Rancho Viejo Resort and County Club Spanish-looking facade.  
(VBR)



Community Connections
 Ikner is a Georgia native who has managed 
Camille’s operations and productions for four years. He 
was drawn by the community’s connections to Camille 
and what it has come to mean to local families and the 
Valley as a whole. 
 “We have families in which the Camille has al-
ways been part of their lives,” Ikner said. “It has kept the 
spirit alive here. You think about the fact that this arts 
organization has lasted through recessions and other 
challenges. It’s still here, thriving and moving forward.”
 The Camille features six main productions on 
a yearly basis. They are broken up evenly between plays 
and musicals. There’s a summer stock season when ac-
tors come to Brownsville from other parts of the coun-
try. They are part of Camille productions and work with 
local actors and theater staff. Actors and others involved 
in the productions from lighting and sound to building 
sets all come from different backgrounds, Ikner said. 
 Some may have been in theater in high school 
or college and then revisit those talents by being part 
of Camille productions, he said. Others have thought 
about a creative endeavor like those offered by Camille 
but were hesitant to previously give it a try.
 “Theater teaches you the value of teamwork and 
working together toward a common goal,” said Ikner, 
who directs many of the Camille productions. “They 
come here and set new creative goals for themselves. 
They leave with a sense of growth and accomplishment.”

RBV ENTERTAINMENT
 Look at the list of upcoming 2020 winter 
and spring showings of the Camille Playhouse. 
Now in its 56th season, you will see the Browns-
ville arts organization is not only enduring but 
thriving as well. There’s Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” 
as part of Camille’s young actor’s company in early 
May. Before that production is Neil Simon’s “Lost 
In Yonkers,” running this month. It’s all part of a 
legacy of creativity and art at the theater at Dean 
Porter Park.
 “We are the only permanent theater space 
like this south of San Antonio,” said Chris Ikner, 
the executive artistic director of the Camille Play-
house.
 Camille began in 1964 at what was a cot-
ton warehouse. It moved to its present location a 
year later before a park even existed in that part of 
Brownsville. One of its founders was Gladys Por-
ter, who is also the namesake of the zoo across the 
street. The group of theater enthusiasts would lat-
er name the playhouse after Porter’s sister Camille 
Sams Lightner.   
 Camille is a Brownsville institution and generations of fami-
lies and children have enjoyed – and participated - in its productions 
over the many years. It features a 300-seat main theater that still daz-
zles. Its large backstage has dressing rooms, closets of costumes and 
dresses, and a large workshop area to build sets. In more recent years 
there was the building of the DeStefano Room, honoring another ear-
ly founder of Camille. It serves as a place for rehearsals and smaller 
productions.

Iconic Brownsville Theater Endures
by: Ricardo D. Cavazos

Looking out from the stage to the 300-seat theater.  (VBR)

Early artistic rendering of  the Camille Playhouse at Dean Porter Park. 
(Courtesy)
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Madre. There are also rides for the most adventurous, go carts and 
boat parades throughout the year.
 Supporters of the Entertainment District said a boardwalk 
for both people’s safety and to lure more people to the area is being 
envisioned by some city leaders. Patrick McNulty, the city‘s mayor, 
said they have a number of projects aimed at improving the Island bay 
side.
 “One project calls for rebuilding Laguna Boulevard,” he said, 
“which is scheduled to start in 2021-2022.”

New entertainment on the Island
 He said another one is to put up new signage on the ends 
of the boulevard. A two- or three-block boardwalk is also in the plan 
from Coconut Jack’s to the Painted Marlin.
 A sand castle exhibit, which was erected during the holidays, 
is also the newest attraction on the bay side. McNulty said a plan is 
now to make the exhibit a year-round attraction. Motifs will be geared 
to different times and seasons of the year with sculptures being re-
placed this month to reflect a new theme.
 Another new addition has been a Ferris wheel. It was built 

 Many of the country’s beach resorts have a place where the 
locals and visitors alike like to hang out. South Padre Island has its 

Entertainment 
District as well.
 I t ’ s 
a place with 
about a doz-
en businesses 
that cater to 
families and 
to those who 
enjoy dancing, 
dining, fishing 
or who simply 
like to watch 
the many beau-
tiful sunsets 
over the usually 
tranquil waters 
of the Laguna 
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SPI Entertainment Tides Coming In
by: Tony Vindell

A Ferris wheel is now one of  the Island’s newest 
attractions and it’s there to stay.  (VBR)



said they couldn’t believe all the activity and new businesses that are 
now on the bay side.
 “I remember seeing Louie’s Backyard some years ago,” his 
wife Belinda said. “We have not been on this side of the Island for 
quite a while.”
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last summer but had its lights finally put in place just recently. 
The mayor said the wheel is on city property, adding it has be-
come another attraction.
 He said improving the Island’s Entertainment District 
is for everybody’s benefit.
 “It’s good for the businesses there,” he said, “and good 
for attracting more tourism.”

New additions, new perspectives
 Visitors from the Rio Grande Valley and from other 
places in the country said they enjoy the attractions at the Is-
land in addition to its beaches.
 “This is our first time here,” Nebraskan Larry Ran-
dolph said. “We enjoy the atmosphere, the entertainment and 
the weather.”
 He said his wife, Nancy, was looking for a place to 
travel. They soon learned that the Island has become a popular 
tourist destination.
 “We love it,” Randolph said, while relaxing at Laguna 
BOB. “We are going to be here for six days.”
 Zulema Figueroa, a Mercedes resident who now lives in West 
Virginia, said she and her husband Jim Gauchran have been coming 
down to the Island for about 10 years. Brownsville resident Jose Mo-
rales took his family to the Island the second weekend of January. He 

5701 Padre Blvd.
956.761.4913 

windwaterspi@gmail.com
www.windwaterspi.com

Fish. Eat. Stay.

Party goers dance the night away at Laguna BOB.  (VBR)



“America’s Got Talent” Season 9 finalists Sons of Serendip, were ac-
tually selected back in the summer of 2018. Each year, several Har-
lingen Concert Association board members travel to the Tennessee 
Performing Arts Center to attend the Live On Stage conference and 
talent show. Here, they select their favorite acts with hopes to schedule 
their appearance in Harlingen. 
 During a span of three days, the board members, along with 
dozens of other similar types of organizations, watch about 30 differ-
ent acts audition. They then hold quick meetings with the artists to get 
a better feel for their personalities and background. This ensures they 
will be able to connect with the audience as well as hold educational 
outreach programs with the local schools.   
 “The main thing is the talent showcase,” LaBerge said. “These 
are groups all over the world – from Russia, Scotland, other groups 
from the British Isles, Canada, Latin America. It is wonderful and fun. 
We are basically getting mini concerts.” 
 But, then the tough part comes in. The group has to agree on 
their choices.
 “We are looking for different things when they are audition-
ing,” she said. “We try to rate them so that we are considering every-
thing.”
 LaBerge said the group uses a tally sheet to help pick a top six 
or a top 10. This is just in case some of their top choices can’t fit into 
the Harlingen Concert Association’s winter schedule. Everyone on the 
board becomes part of the decision-making process.  
 “We have to put aside our personal preferences,” she said. 
“We want groups that are engaging, talk and are personable. People 
want to be entertained.” 

Mix and styles
 “Back years ago and for a long time, it was more classical and 
maybe more ‘high brow,’” LaBerge said of the preferences of the audi-
ence, which leans older and often are the Winter Texans. 
 “Today, we are trying to get a mix – country, tribute, jazz, a 
variety of genres. We are not a blues organization, not a country orga-
nization. We want to listen to what our people want.”
 LaBerge also feels it is important to expose the concert-goers 
to new, fresh sounds and styles. This includes ones that may be diffi-
cult to categorize or that cross entertainment and musical boundaries. 
The association is attempting to reach a younger audience as well as 
more locals. She said the demographics are slowly changing. 
 “We want to do a good job on behalf of the community to 
bring them something they enjoy,” LaBerge said.
 They must be doing something right. Most of the lower level 
tickets for all shows already are sold, due to the pre-season sales of sea-
son packages. There are some single seats downstairs and many tickets 
available for the balcony for each show. However, LaBerge is quick to 
point out the balcony is not accessible to people who can’t walk up 
stairs.  

  The list of entertainers who have graced the stage of the Har-
lingen Municipal Auditorium is impressive. They include Guy Lom-
bardo, the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra, Paul Robeson, the Von Trapp 
Family Singers and famous pianist, composer and conductor Sergei 
Rachmaninoff. But, all of those names go back to the 1940s, just a few 
years after the facility was built. 
 Today, the music and entertainment continue at the 1,500-
seat auditorium, but most of the acts who appear on stage aren’t the 
known names like they used to be. Instead, they are up-and-coming 
musical talents who bring a variety of styles to Harlingen. 
 Typically, six times per season, mostly from November 
through March, top national and international musicians and groups 
travel to the Rio Grande Valley to perform at the historic auditorium. 
This is all thanks to the efforts of the nonprofit Harlingen Concert As-
sociation in existence since the 1960s.
 “We are trying to appeal to our audience and our market, but 
our first consideration is that the music must be outstanding,” said 
Cheryl LaBerge, HCA executive board vice president.

Picking artists
 LaBerge said the artists on stage this season, which include 
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Harlingen Nonprofit Brings Entertainment
by: Lisa Seiser



tions. People have so little free time. We have to hit the sweet spot. 
We have to get people to come out and have fun. It should be a fun 
evening out, that is what we are after.” 

Entertainers such as Sons of  Serendip, shown here with HSC board mem-
bers Julie Ng-Castillo and Cheryl LaBerge, are ready to give concert-goers 
a great show. But, that’s not all that occurs at the Harlingen Municipal 
Auditorium on event night. Local business Peggy’s Cakes and More offers 
an array of  food from the time the doors open and then again at intermis-
sion. (Courtesy Harlingen Concert Association)
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Big names no more, still support
 LaBerge said sometimes people will say they don’t know any 
of these groups. 
 “I say, ‘You are not going to know them because the ones you 
may know will be out of the price range we can bring in,’” she said. “We 
are a nonprofit. We are volunteers trying to bring great live entertain-
ment to the area.”
 That fact hasn’t hindered the organization’s ability to garner 
support and be successful. 
 The Harlingen Concert Association has several supporting 
businesses as well, which helps fund the entertainment along with the 
ticket sales as the only two revenue generators for the organization. 
The nonprofit members continue to go out and inform people about 
the music they bring to Harlingen. 
 “We have the potential to fill 1,500 seats, and if we can’t do 
that, it is tragic,” LaBerge said. “There are so many entertainment op-

2300 W. PIKE BLVD. SUITE 101 • Weslaco, TX 78596
info@davisequity.com          www.DavisEquity.com

(956) 969-8648

30,000 sf Warehouse For Lease

Excellent facility which can be used for cross-dock/regional distribution 
facility/general warehouse. Located less than 1 mile from Interstate 2 in 
Weslaco. This property provides easy access to the RGV and Mexico with 

the Progreso International Bridge being only 10 miles away. This facility is 
adjacent to Mid Valley Airport (KTXW) which has a 6002’ runway and 
caters to corporate jets and general aviation. 2,680 sf of o�ce space/

restrooms allows for immediate occupancy and the truck court allows for 
onsite trailer staging or exterior storage.

Lease Rate: $5.14 SF/yr (NNN)     
Building Size: 30,338 SF   •   Lot Size: 7.27 Acres

Location: 1906 Joe Stephens Ave., Weslaco, TX 78599

Upcoming Events
Sons of Serendip - Feb. 6, 7:30 p.m.

This Billboard-charting group has been gaining popularity since 
appearing on “America’s Got Talent,” season 9, as finalists. They 
bring a fresh mix of expressive popular music through the use of 
harp, piano, cello and voice. Their program includes stories and 
audience participation. 

Dan Miller’s Cowboy Music Revue - Feb. 21, 7:30 p.m.

This act brings western stylings directly from the award-winning 
Buffalo Bill Center in Wyoming. They have been featured in USA 
Today, the Travel Channel, ESPN and GAC. The program ranges 
from Americana and western to bluegrass. 

Sail On – Beach Boys Tribute - March 4, 7:30 p.m.

This group brings a young look and authentic sound reminding 
listeners of the original Beach Boys during the prime of their ca-
reer. They recently performed with the Nashville Symphony. 

Burlap on Cashmere - March 13, 7:30 p.m.

Touring extensively in the U.S., Europe, South America and the 
Middle East, this group resurrects the storied Greenwich Vil-
lage music scene drawing influence from Simon and Garfunkel, 
James Taylor and Bob Dylan, just to mention a few. This trio has a 
unique sound and energetic American Folk shows. 

Tickets for all concerts
$35 for main floor (limited due to purchased season passes)
$25 for balcony (no elevators to balcony) 
For tickets, call 956-216-5990, Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. - 
5 p.m., or visit HarlingenConcert.com. 



 The Rio Grande Valley truck stop industry took a leap recent-
ly as Love’s Truck Stop recently opened for business away from the 
Interstate Highway System. Part of the Oklahoma-based company’s 
move into the area can be attributed to an increase in business activity 
at the Port of Brownsville. Love’s Truck Stop, just off FM 511, is just a 
stone’s throw from the deep-water facility.
 “Love’s generally has its truck stops along an interstate high-
way,” Eduardo Curzio, one of the managers, said. “They know some-
thing we might not know.”
 The truck stop’s proximity to the port has made it a major 
stop for hundreds of truckers. They visit as they are moving material 
and goods between the United States and Mexico to all over the coun-
try. Curzio said the port was probably one of the main reasons why 
Love’s opened a truck terminal there.
 “There is a lot of business activity there,” he said. “In addition 
to that, LNG is having a big presence.”
 Ed Campirano, the deep-water port director, said the truck 
stop seems to be doing very good business wise.
 “Every time I drive by, I see a lot of trucks and cars there,” he 
said, during a recent tour of the port. “It’s a good sign.”

Keeping people moving
 The truck stop, which announces itself as “Love’s Clean Plac-
es, Friendly Places,” speaks for itself. The inside of the store is fully 
stocked with an array of merchandise. This includes stuffed toys, auto 
and truck supplies, and hot and cold food. It has two restaurant fran-
chises inside its premises, Godfather’s Pizza and Chester Fried Chick-
en.
 The same is true of the other local truck stop companies. The 
Road Ranger in Combes contains a Subway and TA in Edinburg also 
has a restaurant. But selling fuel or diesel is what makes such truck 
stops attractive to those hauling goods along the country’s roads and 
highways as well. There are also the services available to them such 
as full showers, money order companies, certified scales and parking 
spaces. 
 Truckers like Juan Puente of Brownsville and Josiel Pena of 
Matamoros agreed.
 “I bought 2,700 gallons of diesel last month (in November),” 
Pena said. “We go wherever they send us and use the truck stops.”
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Love’s Truck Stop Keeps Rolling
by: Tony Vindell

Truckers make a stop at Love’s fuel pumps.  (VBR)

Patrons shop in Love’s store.  (VBR)
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For more event coverage and photos, visit valleybusinessreport.com/eventgallery.

In the Spot light

On Jan. 11, the McAllen Public 
Library hosted free to the public 
“Read to your Bunny,” an education-
al talk and discussion held by Rose-
mary Wells, the author and illustrator 
of  “Max and Ruby.” This talk was 
intended for parents and caregivers 
to learn about the importance and 
impact of  reading to young kids.  
During the presentation by Rosemary 
Wells, the kids were invited to take 
part of  a separate interactive story 
time. During this story time they 
were able to listen to books, sing 
songs and dance, and color pictures. 
(VBR)

Baxter Lofts

Census Oath On Jan. 10, the City of  Pharr hosted 
the Census 2020 Job Fair at the City 
of  Pharr Development and Research 
Center. The job event included City 
of  Pharr Census 2020 Ambassadors 
pledging an oath to their community. 
(VBR)

Mission PAWsible On Jan. 11, Mission PAWsible held 
a pet fair at Bannworth Park / Dog 
Park. Pet vendors were on site 
selling their favorite pet goodies 
and welcoming all dogs to come join 
them. (VBR)




